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N. S. R. A. LEADERS 
TO MEET IN 
NEW YORK, MAY 2i 


CHICAGO. — President O’Con- 
nor has called a meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and the Board 
of Directors and the Chairmen of 
all standing committees of the Na- 
tional Shoe Retailers’ Association to 
meet him in New York at the Hote! 
Astor Tuesday, May aist, at 11 
o’clock A.M 

This meeting is a very tmportant 
meeting and will open for discussion 
every vital question before the shoe 
trade. 

While this meeting may in part 
be Executive, there will 2e no ob- 
jection to any N.S. R. A. member 
who desires to be present to be an 

auditor of this meeting. 











DEATH OF 
FRANK HOPEWELL 


BOSTON.—Frank Hopewell, senior 
partner of the firm of L. C. Chase & 
Co., manufacturers of specialties for 
shoe manufacturers, who had been 
spending the Winter in California, 
died at Pasadena on April 25. Mr. 
Hopewell was born and spent his earli- 
er years in’Springfield, Mass.. He was 
a brother of the late John Hopewell, 
| the founder of that company, who 
| died but a short time ago. The body 
| will be brought East for interment. 





BIG ARMY SHOE ORDER 


DUE NEXT WEEK 





Field and Trench Shoes on New Specifica- 
tions, More Than 3,000,000 Pairs 
for Summer Delivery 





WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Government is calling for bids on approxi- 
mately 4,000,000 pairs of field and trench shoes for the army, to be opened in 


Washington next week. This inquiry involves, a 


expenditure of perhaps $25,- 


000,000 and is the first big army shoe order since last October when several con- 
tracts for a total of 10,000,000 pairs of. field shoes were placed. Up to date the 
Government’s purchases of army shoes amount to about 22,000,000 pairs. 


Bids are asked on not less than 
1,000,000 pairs and not in excess of 
2,000,000 pairs of Goodyear welt field 
shoes, deliveries to be made during 
May, June and up to July 15. 

Between 2,000,000 and 2,500,000 
pairs of the new Pershing trench shoe 
are needed, the first 1,000,600 pairs 
to be delivered during July and the re- 
mainder in August. 

It has been decided by the Shoe and 
Rubber Section and the Hide and 


* Leather Control Board of the Quar- 


termaster General’s Office that on 
Shoes that are to be bought for the 
Army within the next few weeks the 
shoe manufacturer shall buy his own 
leather in sides, backs, bends or soles. 

The Hide and Leather Control 
Board has secured a sufficient quan- 








H. B. Scates, President (centre). 





Some executives of Massachusetts Retail Shoe Merchants’ Association behind successful convention: 
Left. to right—Fred W. Small, Publicity; C. C. Ferrers, Style 


Show; Henry E. Hagan, Toastmaster; W. W. Willson, Exhibit Director; J. J. Buckley, Secretary. 


tity of leather and its responsibility 
will be to approve or disapprove the 
hide and tannage. Shoe inspectors will 
pass on the soles, which are to be of 
first quality outer soles stock only, and 
cut from the bend portion of the 
hide. 

It is understood that these condi- 
tions will apply only to shoes which 
shall be delivered in May, June, July 
and August, 1918. 

After the contracts for the minimum 
of 3,000,000 or maximum of 4,500,000 
shoes have been let next week—which 
shoes are urgently needed—the Hide 
and Leather Control. Board and the 
Shoe Leather and Rubber Branch 
would insist that on all subsequent 
contracts all leather entering into 
Army shoes must be tanned and fin- 
ished in bends and the shoe manufac- 
turers or the sole cutters if they fur- 
nish any of these soles must cut them 
from the bends only. 


CRUBAUGH WITH 
MANSS-OWENS 


CINCINNATI, 0O.—J. F. Crubaugh, 
a man of many years’ experience 
as a shoe factory superintendent, re- 
cently became operating head of the 
Manss-Owens Company. Mr. Cru- 
baugh takes the place of Otto Dreeke, 
who resigned to become manager of 
the Cincinnati branch of C. S. Pierce 
& Co. of Brockton, Mass., handling 
various shoe specialties. 
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TANNERS ENDORSE PRICE FIXING 
AND RESTRICTED IMPORTS 








Recommend Fixing Hide Prices at 
Maximum Between April 1 and 24 





WASHINGTON, D. C.—A resolu- 
tion endorsing the plan to fix the price 
of hides and leather was adopted at 
a meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Tanners’ Council held at the 
Hotel Harrington here on April 20. The 
Tanners’ Council represents 95 per cent 
of the tanning industry of the United 
States. The board also endorsed the 
plans of the Government to restrict the 
importations of leather raw stock in 
order to release tonnage for the Euro- 
pean service. 

In connection with the matter of 
price fixing as proposed in bills recently 
introduced into Congress, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted by the 
Board of Directors: 

“In the event that it becomes neces- 
sary, in the judgment of the Price Fix- 
ing Committee of the War Industries 
Board, to fix and establish prices in 
the leather industry, it is recommended 
that the prices shall be established 
upon as low a basis as is consistent 
with world market conditions, bearing 
in mind the important fact that approx- 
imately one-half of the money paid 
out for leather raw stock leaves our 
country. The foregoing is in direct 
contrast to facts relating to such prod- 
ucts as corn, wheat, cotton, beef, steel, 
etc., and justifies a low basis of value 
in the leather industry.” 

Immediately after the adoption of 
the above resolution the board took 
up the matter of curtailment of im- 
ports of hides and skins and tanning 
materials and adopted the following 
resolution: 

“The directors here assembled, rep- 
resenting the Tanners’ Council and 
the National Association of Tanners, 
support whatever curtailment of im- 
ports of hides, leather and tanning ma- 
terials is deemed essential by the Ship- 
ping Board to provide increased ton- 
nage for the European service.” 

Inasmuch as the tanners are arrang- 
ing for a master convention at Atlantic 
City May 15-17 to consider the prob- 
lem of foreign trade after the war in 
connection with the Webb-Pomerene 
Bill, a permanent committee on foreign 
trade was elected by the council, C. Q. 
Adams of Boston being elected as 
chairman. 


The resignation of C. F. C. Stout 
as first vice-president of the council 
was accepted. This action on the part 
of Mr. Stout is a result of his recent 
selection as chairman of the Hide and 
Leather Control Board of the War De- 
partment, which is making the bulk 
of the leather purchased for the army. 

Among those present were V. A. Wal- 
lin, president of the Tanners’ Council; 
E. A. Brand, secretary; August H. 
Vogel, Milwaukee, Wis.; R. C. Good, 
Hackettstown, N. J.; Charles Reynolds, 
Camden, N. J.; Lewis J. Robertson, 
New York; W. R. Fisher, Boston; C. Q. 
Adams, Boston, and Richard M. Evans, 


* Jamestown, N. Y. 


The National Association of Tan- 
ners was represented by J. Clinton 
Smoot, Alexandria, Va.; Morris Barnet, 
New York, and W. K. Plumb, Wash- 
ington, D. C., secretary. 

Frank P. Aborn, of the Bureau of 
Exports, and Mr. C. W. McNeely, of 
the Bureau of Imports’ War Trade 
Board, attended the meeting by i invi- 
tation. 

The latest development is the recom- 
mendation of a special committee that 
no sales of present stocks of domestic 


or imported hides, calfskins or kipskins * 


should be made at prices higher than 
the maximum prices obtaining between 
April 1 and April 24, 1918. 

The committee is still considering 
the question of prices for future hide 
product. 


TRADE DOES DUTY 
IN LOAN DRIVE 


PHILADELPHIA.—There is ample 





- evidence that the shoe merchants of 


the United States number among the 
most progressive, efficient and patriotic 
citizens. Their activity in the Third 
Liberty Loan has been most genuine 
and enterprising. 

It is learned from New York that 
John Slater, as chairman of the shoe 
group, raised over $600,000. The group 
in Brooklyn raised over $100,000. 

While the shoe trade has not been 
segregated in the same way in all cities 
of the United States, they have been 
active, working with other committees 
and doing -their full share. 


OFFICIAL aa 


SHOE PRICES 





Important Statement from N. S. 
R. A. Offices 


PHILADELPHIA. — The National 
Shoe Retailers’ Association has repeat- 
edly advised its members to purchase 
shoes ahead and to allow a reasonable 
cushion for delays, in spite of all the 
prognostications of wiseacres who are 
constantly “bearing” the market and 
claiming that shoes are high. “We still 
cannot see that the top price of shoes 
has been reached in the United States,” 
says the statement of the Executive 
Committee. “The latest quotations on 
shoes were higher than they were three 
and four months ago, for in addition 
to the high cost and scarcity of good 
materials labor troubles are now ad- 
vancing in the cost of footwear. Or- 
ganizations are being broken by drafts 
and the labor trouble is getting more 
acute every day. One factory reported 
at headquarters last week that they are 
paying $1.80 for the labor of a pair 
of turn slippers. There was a time when 
thirty-five cents would have been a 
big price for this same operation. A 
partial survey of factory production 
reveals an output of from fifty to 
seventy per cent capacity, and there 
are very few seventies. 

“Now shoes have been figured on a 
basis of from ninety to one hundred 
per cent capacity, and when these fac- 
tories’ returns can only be brought up 
to an average of sixty to sixty-five it 
means an increased overhead charge 
on the article. This in a large measure 
accounts today for the rising cost of 
shoes, even though the leathers have 
not changed in price at all. Couple 
this with the fact that there has been 
a shortage in tanning materials, par- 
ticularly abroad, where they are not 
able to tan the hides they have on hand, 
and in the kid market. The produc- 
tion has been about fifty per cent. On 
top of this, Mr. Daniels of England, 
who spent some weeks in Washington, 
finally got his permit to buy in -this 
country and is going to make some 
very large purchases in leather and 
shoes beginning this week.” 





RETURNS TO THE WAR 





LYNN.—Maj. A. A. Durkee, shoe- 


maker soldier, has returned to the war 
in France, after a short visit to his 
brother in Lynn. He was formerly 


with J. J. Grover’s Sons, Lynn, and was 
later superintendent of a shoe shop at 
Truro, N. S. He went over with the 
first Canadian troops, and has had 
three years’ active service in the army. 
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PITTSBURGH MERCHANTS 
PROMOTE TRADE 
KNOWLEDGE 





Line Work Features Meetings of 
Local Association 


PITTSBURGH, Pa.—April 19 the 
monthly meeting of the Pittsburgh 
Shoe Retailers’ Association was held 
at the store of P. Ludebuehl & Sons, 
with Christian and George Ludebuehl 
as hosts. The meeting was well at- 
tended and a lunch was served before 
the business session. 

J. Frank Blair of Vandergrift, M. 
R. Brodia of McDonald and C. W. 
Binley of New Kensington, Pa., mer- 
chants in nearby towns, were elected 
to membership. 

C. Ludebuehl, Chairman of the 

Charter Committee, has secured the 
charter for the Association and turned 
it over to President A. J. Schmidt. 
- During the past few months the 
Shoe Merchants of Pittsburgh have 
realized the importance of Oxthopraxy 
and Practipedics and have insisted on 
their clerks becoming efficient and 
graduates of this course, believing that 
in the near future that shoe fitting will 
be a profession instead of a mechanical 
transaction. Seventy-five per cent of 
the shoe clerks of Pittsburgh, and oth- 
ers coming from Elyria and Canton, 
Ohio; Donora, Monessen, Greensburg, 
Apollo, New Kensington, Braddock 
and Swissvale, Pa., have been attend- 
ing the school conducted by Dr. Hill 
of the Scholl Mfg. Co., at the Fort 
Pitt Hotel. Since the opening of the 
school Monday of this week and from 
the results obtained from the instruc- 
tion by Dr. Hill, the shoe merchants 
had him deliver a lecture at their meet- 
ing last evening. Dr. Hill said, in or- 
der for the clerks to have an interest 
in this work the employers must be 
first interested, and they all agreed. 


On the Sick List 


During the past three weeks about 
forty per cent of the shoe clerks of 
Pittsburgh have been off duty on ac- 
count of being sick. The epidemic 
that swept over the city has finally 
reached the heads of concerns and 
the. following were reported on the 
sick list: - 

A. A. Lazarus of Lazarus Mensch 
Company; Jack Kennedy, Jos. Horne 
Company; P. W. Hamilton, Rosen- 
baum Company; E. A. Tobey, Baer 
& Kaufman; A. M. Bibro, Frank & 
Seder; D. M. Petty, The Stetson 
Company. 


Lecture to Be Given for Benefit 
of Employees 


During the week of May 20th the 
services of Samuel Davis of The May 











Company, Cleveland, Ohio, have been 
secured to deliver a lecture on “Effi- 
ciency” to the employees as well as 
employers of the Association. 

A suggestion box has been inaugu- 
rated and every member is supposed 
to take part in the meetings. Any 
question that may arise in his business 
he is supposed to write on a slip of 
paper and drop into the box. This 
procedure will make the meetings more 
helpful and interesting. 


Display Attracting Attention 


Space has been secured in the foyer 
of the Davis Theatre by several of 
the leading concerns of Pittsburgh. 
Show cases are located on each side. 
C. A. Verner Company has a display 
of Patent Oxfords and pumps. 

The next meeting will be held at the 
Kaufman & Baer Company with E. A. 
Tobey as host. 


MARCH FOREIGN TRADE 
SHOWS INCREASE 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—March im- 
ports and exports show a partial re- 


covery from the decline in recent: 


months, according to a statement is- 
esued today -by the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, Department 
of Commerce. 

Exports for March amounted to 
$531,000,000, an increase of no less 
than $119,000,000 over February. For 
the nine months ended with March 
exports were valued at $4,394,000,000, 
a decrease from the $4,637,000,000 re- 
corded for the nine-month period a 
year ago. 

‘Imports were valued at $242,000,000, 
a gain of $34,000,000 over Feb- 
ruary. During the nine months ended 
with March, imports amounted to $2,- 
084,000,000, against $1,818,000,000 a 
year ago. 


MORE MONEY FOR 
MAINE WORKERS 


NORWAY, Me.—The Carroll-Jel- 
lerson Shoe Co. have given their em- 
ployees an increase of 10 per cent in 
wages dating from April 1, 1918, to 
December 24, 1918, this increase to 
be cumulative to all employees on the 
payroll at the expiration of this date. 
All employees engaged at any time be- 
fore December 24, 1918, will get this 
10 per cent in addition to the regular 
pay. 

. Any employees leaving the com- 
pany’s service before this date will not 
get any part of this increase, except- 
ing men who may be drafted into the 
service. These men will get the 
amount that has accumulated up to 
the time they are called. 





ST. LOUIS HEADS 


NATION IN LOAN- 





ST. LOUIS.— Bond subscriptions 
under the Third Liberty Loan cam- 
paign have been. liberally. made by. 
the shoe concerns, both wholesale and 
retail. Many of the larger houses dis- 
tributed their subscriptions among a 
considerable number of the volunteer 
agencies organized for the campaign 
by the local committees. This was 
particularly true of the International 
Shoe Company, and the chairman of 
its board, Mr. Jackson Johnson, the 
purpose being to stimulate the various 
committees, etc., to additional effort. 
President John A. Bush of the Brown 
Shoe Company gave a subscription of 
$250,000 to Marguerite Clark, the 
actress, during a campaign which she 
made in the downtown district. Alto- 
gether the shoe interests contributed 
liberally to the subscriptions for bonds, 
and also to those for the advertising 
campaign carried on locally in the vari- 
ous publications of the city. Official 
reports up to April 22 showed St. Louis 
leading the country with $122,154,400 
in subscriptions, or a 93 per cent score. 


FOOT STUDY SCHOOL 
IN WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Washing- 
ton is the first Eastern city to be 
reached on the circuit of the American 
School of Practipedics. 

The school opened Monday morn- 
ing, April 22, at the National 
Hotel. While most of the local deal- 





ers have Foot Comfort Service De-' 


partments, yet they feel that there is 
much they can learn from this course 
of instruction. Wm. Hahn, of the firm 
bearing his name, is enthusiastic re- 
garding practipedics and tries to con- 
fine his sales force to such men who 
have had this line of training. 


ROSENBACH AT 
PHILA. HEADQUARTERS 





PHILADELPHIA.—National Sec- 


retary A. H. Geuting had a very pleas- 
ant visit from Mr. Rosenbach of Chi- 
cago, who passed through here on his 
way to Washington. Mr. Rosenbach 
is one of the live wire shoe men in 
Chicago, and has a deep and abiding 
interest in association work, is a strong 
believer in association work and is an 
active member in the Chicago Asso- 
ciation. He was one of the live wire 
committeemen in the Chicago Conven- 
tion last January, and was most en- 
thusiastic over the forthcoming con- 
vention. 






















































I ai 


eee eed 


eat 


“oS f ~ ‘ ey 
i te Whe sh catalase 











SATURDAY 


BOOT AND SHOE RECORDER — 


APRIL 27, 1918 


ead 





FIRM MEMBERSHIP 
PLAN SUCCESSFUL 


_ What 


Business 


PHILADELPHIA. —A statement 
issued this week from N. S. R. A. head- 


quarters, in commenting on the eager 


acceptance throughout the country of ° 


the firm membership plan, is the fol- 
lowing comment: 

The shoe merchants of the United 
States are beginning to realize that the 
National Shoe Retailers’ Association 
is as essential to them as their local 
and state organizations are. The N. S. 
R.~A. protects them in a larger 
sense; the local in a local sense. The 
local organizations take up all such 
local questions that every shoe retailer 
should be interested in, and should 


discuss with his fellow craftsman; and_ 


the N. S. R. A. in a broader sense co- 
ordinates him with his Government, 
and through which he is recognized 
by the Government and gives him in- 
surance agaifist adverse national legis- 
lation because it gives him a big voice 
in the halls of Congress. It goes fur- 
ther than that and gives him a voice 
in the councils and in all the correlated 
branches of his industry. This has 
not been felt in the past. Its necessity 
was not revealed, but in these days of 
stress and regulation at any moment a 
dealer might be placed in a very em- 
barrassing position were he not repre- 
sented in all the councils that go to 
make up these regulations. 

No merchant in the United States 
can afford to ignore the N. S. R. A,, 
and every merchant in the United 
States should cheerfully charge the 
cost of belonging to the N. S. R. A. 
and to his local association off to a 
legitimate expense of his business. 


PREPARING NOW FOR 
ST. LOUIS CONVENTION 


CHICAGO.—President John O’Con- 
nor of the National Shoe Retailers’ 
Association went to St. Louis last week, 
and had a splendid meeting with the 
St. Louis shoe men, and while there 
made a careful survey of the conven- 
tion situation for next January. He 
was very enthusiastic over the appoint- 
ment of J. J. Sensenbrenner as chair- 
man of the Convention Committee, 
who will immediately proceed to or- 
ganize the convention for next January. 

St. Louis has for its slogan, “To the 
front, St. Louis!” and is going to make 
great efforts to surpass the effort made 
by Chicago, which up to date stands 
as a record of achievement in N. S. R. 
A. Work. It is already said that they 


N. S. R. A. Means to. 


cannot provide enough space for all 
manufacturers who desire to be repre- 
sented while the convention is on. 

Due to: this foresight, an early ap- 
pointment of the chairman of this com- 
mittee was made, and plans are al- 
ready being formulated for a careful 
and constructive program. It is not 
a question any more of having a pro- 
gram, but of dealing with only such 
subects as are vital and that go to the 
core of the situation. 


ILLINOIS CAMPAIGN 
IS NOW ON 


To Make the Illinois Shoe Retail- 
ers’ Convention at Peoria, July 


23-24-25, the Greatest Ever. 


Frank P. Meyer, president of the 
Illinois Shoe Retailers’ Association, 
held a meeting in Peoria Feb. 27, for 
the purpose of preliminary preparation 
for the big convention to be held July 
23, 24 and 25. ~-He joined there by 
Lysle S. Abbott, of Canton, vice-presi- 
dent and secretary, of Moline. Every 
shoe seller of Peoria swore allegiance 
to the cause. The officers of the State 
Association were entertained at a six, 
o’clock dinner at the Jefferson by the. 
members of the Peoria Association. 
About thirty enthusiasts sat at the 
table. 

Mr. Price, secretary of the Peoria 
Chamber of Commerce, addressed the 
meeting on behalf of the united -busi- 
ness interests of the city, and pledged 
the united support of Peoria’s business 
men to the making of.the coming con- 
vention the greatest ever. He said the 
visiting shoe men would be proffered 
everything in and around Peoria except 
the river, which belongs to the Gov- 
ernment. Arrangements were made at 
this time to have speakers of national 
prominence address the convention. 
Preliminary plans for formulating a 
program and arranging other matters 
pertinent to the success of the conven- 
tion were discussed. Frank Sparger, 
with Block & Kuhl, Peoria, was ap- 
pointed general chairman. in arrange- 
ments. Jerome Terry and Ruddy Hu- 
ber are to assist him. Mrs. J. J. Terry 
was appointed head of the ladies’ en- 
tertainment committee. 


TRADE LEADERS 
IN LOAN DRIVE 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—In the Third 
Liberty Loan campaign in Buffalo the 
general trades committees include the 
following: Boots and shoes, quota, 
$125,00, John K. Walker, chairman; 
hides, leathers and tanners, quota, 
$250,000, Edward C. Zeller, chairman. 


FLAG RAISINGS FOR 
LIBERTY LOAN 


Efficient Campaign of Krohn-Fech- 
heimer Workers 


The wave of patriotic enthusiasm 
that during the past week has swept 
through the shoe factory of Krohn- 
Fechheimer Company is one which 
has reaped such a good harvest of sub- 
scriptions in the Third Liberty Loan 
campaign that it is worthy of com- 
mendation. The seed was sown over 
a week ago in an address to employees 
by Judge E. T. Dixon, a prominent 
young lawyer and a member of the 
Liberty Loan Committee. ‘ With the 
hearty approval of the officials and 
entirely upon their own initiative, the 
employees thereupon got together and 
started a movement of flag raisings 
which spread to seven different de- 
partments last week. Each of the 
raisings was attended by all the em- 
ployees of. the department and their 
guests. S. Marcus Fechheimer was 
among the headline speakers. Music 
by several of the employees in addi- 
tion to bugle calls, drum rolls and a 
patriotic recitation by Miss Kutzlieb, 
an office employee, at the raising Sat- 
urday morning, were other interesting 
features. 

The employees of Krohn-Fech- 
heimer Company have subscribed to 
$20,000 of the Third Liberty Loan 
and they are not through yet. 

The welt lasting room was the first 
to-reach 4 100% score, every man sub- 
scribing for a Liberty Bond. Since 
then several of the other thirteen de- 
partments have reached the 100% 
mark, and still others are striving for 
that goal. 

The raising of the last flag Saturday 
morning was conducted by two of 
Uncle Sam’s men, a soldier and a 
sailor. Their presence lent much im- 
petus to the occasion. Following this 
the employees of the receiving and re- 
pair department sat down to a small 
banquet which they had prepared for 
themselves. 

The officials of the company proudly 
announce that they have done nothing 
to encourage this general patriotic 
movement of their employees. 

Besides the subscription of the em- 
ployees, Krohn-Fechheimer Company 
subscribed to $40,000 worth of the 
Third Liberty Bond issue. 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—The certificate 
of incorporation of the Desbrow Shoe 
Co., capitalized at $75,000, has been 
filed in the county clerk’s office, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. The directors are Fred C. 
Bonnett and Albert Stratemeier of 
Hamburg and Fred Desbrow of 
Rochester. 








